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TUSEREGEE STUDY 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr, President, a re- 
cent newspaper article points out the im-



s 
ga - CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — 5s 
mediate need of legislation In the field 
of human experimentation. At the first 
open session of a Government probe nto 

the Tuskegee Stedy, which began in 19 82 

and ¢ ronti inuied until publicity closed the 
project last year, several Goctors 5 testified 
that there is mo evidence that, partici- 

pants in the controversial Federal syph- 
lis experiment ever gave their informed 
consent to participate. . 

‘Jar, President, in introducing the Na- 
tional Htuman Experimentation Board 
Act of 1973 (&. 878) T stated that mere 
consent was net an edequane protection 
for people involved in ou ceed and 
dangerous hurnan experimentation. We 

need Information on and a id del ines Tor 
all exp er Tne! nts involving human su bjects 

county. . here ir 
noral responsibility to 
ids are not use 
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ove information 
, Caspar W. Weinberrer, 
ealth, eas cation, and Wel- 

fare . announce ed that all necessary med- 
ical care would be given “to une SULVIVOrS 
ot the syohilis experiment. Mir. Wein- 
berger said. 

Ey have 

this ceudy. | 

and, to 

rescarch prose ech, 

ernment has @ st 
medical 

    

   

     

             
     

            

viewed the facts in 
big highly wu 

fortunately unique 
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Bay, sident, [ ask vonanimous con- 
sent t rticle on the Tuskegee 
study be pr inted in the 

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to be printed in the Rucorn, 

  

as follows: 

{irom the Washington (2.C.) Post, Feb. 24, 

1973} 

Syrwitis Srupy Is Hir on Notiryine 
PATIENTS : 

(By Jean Heller) 

Doctors testified yesterday that there is 
no evidence that participants in a contre- 

versial federal syphilis experiment ever gave 
their informed consent to take part. 

Furthermore, they said, the Alabama bla 
men who participated probably didn’t know 
they were subjects of a scientific experiment 
or understand the nature and potential dan- 
ger of the disease they had. 

And one of the doctors said he believed the 

participants had been subjected to undue 
coercion to cooperate, 

The men testified at the first open session 
of a governinent-appointed citizens’ panel in- 
vestigating the experiment, known as S ihe 
Tuskegee Study, which began in 1932 and 

ended after public disclosure of the protect 
Jast summer. The experiment was spoisored 
by the US. Public Health Service, a division 
of the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare, 

In the study, conducted among poor, rural 
black men in Macon County, Ala., more than 
490 men all with syphilis, were never given 
treatment for the disease so that PHS doctors 
could study what damage untreated syphilis 
does to the human body, , 

At least 28, and possibly as many as 107, 

    

of the men Gied as a direct result of un- 
treated syphilis. 

Jr, Reginald James, now with the Sock fad 
Security Administration, was in te 
wounty during the late 1980s and early 16 
working on & venereal disease treatment 
gram for the Alabama state health depart~ 
wient, 

tie testified that a nurse assigned to aid 
bim also was participating in the ad: minis~ 
tration of the Tusk > Study and p 
out the experiment’s participants so ti 
tor wouldn’t treat them. 

“There were some people who wanted tr 
ment and were toid if they took it they wo 
be out of the study,” Dr. James said. °9 
knew they wovld lose the cash and fre 
burlal which had been promised to them in 
return for gation.’ 
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Dr. J. W, a Tuskegee docter who 
worked as an On the experiment in 
1632-83, told ti j él he helped take Hk 

tests of men wh 19 ¢ & to the clinics p 

  

by the PHS, 

“In the early clinics, nobody was told about 

the active condition of his serolos y, For. 
Williams said, “In some cases maybe & Dore 

son was told he had bad blood and } ney 
ona Was @ SOCial sticroa, but he dics’ c 
what the consequences could yew”? 

Dr. Arnold Schroeter, mow & consi vane i 
cena cious at “tne Mayo Clinic in Rac 

ae epee Study between 
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